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Immigration Miracles

The 2006 year has been a banner year from some of

our most hard-fought immigration cases. Many of

our toughest cases have been Haitian cases. We had

a brave woman whose first husband had been
murdered in Haiti and she had been beaten and
raped before she left with a false stamp in her
passport to find safety in the United States. We
started working on the case in 2003, always
disclosing the truth of her entry into the United
States. She finally had her green card interviaw o
September 27, 2006. To our client’s joy in early
October 2006 her green card case was approved.
Now we will be able to start the process to brieg h
three children to the United States.

We had a Mexican domestic violence victim whose
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) case was
approved in 1997. In 2004 she and her son were
finally allowed to file for their green cards undbe
1997 VAWA-approved case. In August 2006 the
son had an interview on his green card case in
Tampa, but it was not approved due to a missing
document. Then in October 2006 the clients were
called in to Tampa again and questioned on their
pending cases. This domestic violence victim and
her son finally received the approval letters e la
October and then the green cards in November.
They will now be able to visit family in Mexico for
the first time since 1992.

Ministry Miracles
There is no doubt in my mind that God has opened
a door for us to serve Him in Immokalee. There is
no other way to explain all the people who have
stepped forward to make this happen. It will n®t b
easy to start thriving Hispanic and Haitian
congregations in this agricultural region but all
things are possible for those who are in Chrisiges
Some milestones so far are:

We purchased a 7,000 sq. foot building in

October. We have the keys, the papers and the

debt to prove it;

We hosted special events to get ourselves
known in Immokalee, Camp Noah, Festival of
the Americas, live outdoor concert, etc.;

In the wake of Hurricane Wilma we worked
with other agencies in Immokalee to establish
a long term disaster recovery committee called
“I HOPE”;

We have two part-time staff members assigned
to work with “I HOPE”.

We hold weekly meetings in Creole and in
Spanish with residents in order to better
understand their needs.

Lay ministers

A key to our ability to expand into Immokalee this
year is the naming of two local church members
into leadership roles:

Diego Grisalesarrived from Colombia three years
ago with a Masters Degree in Economics and
Financing. During these past three years Diego has
learned English and worked his way up from
mopping floors at Publix Supermarket to being the
Executive Director of the Bonita Literacy Council.
Our Hispanic church in Bonita Springs recently
recognized Diego as a lay minister. In addition to
his theological studies, he also oversees visiatio
and home Bible Studies.

Bill Miller serves as our lay minister at St.
Michael’'s Lutheran Hispanic Church in Fort Myers.
Raised as a missionary kid in Ecuador and
theologically trained at Concordia Lutheran
Theological Seminary, Bill is an inspiration to be
around. He provides leadership for our evangelisti
and Sunday worship ministries.

Give thanks to God for . . .

Our new work in Immokalee;

Our two new lay ministers, Diego and Bill.
Pray for . ..

DCE Sarah Paganes marriage to Geoffrey
Willig on November 25, 2006.

Wisdom for our immigration specialists.
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Your generous contribution makes
these ministries possible.

Amigos en Cristo 2006
Church Planting in Southwest Florida
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Diego Grisales - Our Hispanic church First Communion - Eight of our boys

in Bonita Springs recently recognized finished their training for receiving
Diego Grisales as a lay minister. In communion. Worship in public services
addition to his theological studies, he and in small group Bible studies

also oversees visitation and home Bible provides opportunity for outreach and
Studies in the Bonita Springs area. spiritual growth.

Director of Christian Education  —
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Planning Council— Members of our DCE Sarah Willig prepares to begin a
Amigos en Cristo planning council meet training seminar for future leaders at St.
in order to evaluate our church growth Michael's Lutheran Hispanic, Fort
strategies and plan our course for Myers. Leadership training is a key part
continued increase. of our church planting mission.
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Without your help we cannot continue to provide the services that we now provide.
Please make your tax-deductible contribution payabl e to “Amigos Center”.

Telephone: (239) 437-6727, Rev. Robert and Donile,$¥CE Sarah Paganes



Amigos Center 2006

Social Services for the Community

Hurricane Relief — Amigos Center Case
Manager Gessie Edmonds is fluent in English,
Creole, Spanish and French. Gessie helps
Immokalee victims of Hurricane Wilma develop
a plan to rebuild their homes and their lives.
She is assigned to work with the Immokalee
long term disaster recovery team called |
HOPE (Immokalee Helping Our People in
Emergencies).

Amigos Center Staff — All staff are fluent in
English and Spanish. Pictured are (Left to
right) Sarah Willig (Outreach Liaison),
Eulalia Troncoso (Immigration Specialist
Trainee), Christina Leddin (Immigration
Specialist), Maria Ochoa (Deployed
Caseworker), Donna Selle (Administrative
Assistant), Marisol Dickerson (Caseworker),
Rev. Robert Selle (Director) and Maria
Isabel Diaz (Caseworker).

Supporters — Rev. Richard Herman (center),
President of Wheat Ridge Ministries, consults
with our Golden Gate Amigos Center staff.
Amigos Center is financed in part by
organizations such as Wheat Ridge, United
Way, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, City of
Bonita Springs, LCMS World Relief,
Community Foundation of Collier County, SW
FL Community Foundation, Gannett
Foundation, Covenant Presbyterian Church
Fort Myers and others. However,

Individuals like you are our biggest and

most important source of funding.

Immokalee Amigos Center — Under the
direction of Amigos Center staff member
André Mezilus, members of the Haitian
community in Immokalee meet regularly
to address the social needs of the
community.
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